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A
EXPLOSIONS ASSOCIATEDR-WITH CONSTRUCTION OF THE
IRTYSH-KARAGANDA CANAL HNEAR- EXIBASTUZ, USSR

A study on the status of a proposcd canal system linking the Irtysh
River to the industrial city of Karaganda, 49-50N 73-10E, was made utilizing
KEYHOLE photography. A seismic eyent recorded on 25 April 1965 indicated
that an underground ¢xplosicn had taken place north of Ekibastuz at approxi-
mately S2N, T75E. Examination of coverage from [ —1
[ confirmed that work on the canal was in progress and that explosives
had been used. - ’

3

5 The proposed route of the canal has beoen cited in various references.
&/, g/, 3/ The canal route and construction status is shown by the overlay
on the mEp of the area (Figure 1). It beginsg south of Yermak, runs westward
to the Shiderty River, follows the Shiderty valley south through a planned
geries of reservoirs and pumping stations, and crosses the watershed to the
Tuzdy and Nura River beﬂé; The proposed route location from the Tuzdy reservoir
south to Karaganda is not definite. The present limit of construction is in
the Ekibastuz arca, although one rescrveir dam on ehe Shiderty River was found
in place at S1-4LIN T4-3TE. = [CTIN :

. The most recent cénstruction activity is along an approximately 20 nautical
" mile length between Lake Karasor and Ekibastuz (Figure 2). |

I Thc d.pth Oor thr canal 1S5 4t various Icvels, and
it is possible that expleosive. charges ere.ucred In conjunction with mechanical
methods to reach a desired depth. Lik.ly arcac Tor the 25 April blast would
be in the areca of shallow tronching or at one prominent anconnect-d segment
which appears to be located in hard rock. Ho ovidence o cherg:s in place
could be seen.

East of Lake Karasor to the Y- rmak o igur: . the canal excavation
app: ars essentially complete. A cmall porticn of it was coverced by snow. Ex-
plosives were probably usced at variouc al older coection also, but
they ere more difficult to distinguish du o oIk ¢ and cmoothing of the
banks. The total length of the canal wher nmestruction hags taken place is
approximately 70 nautical mil<s. .
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gazeta, Moskva 30 April 1962, p. 35 (Unclassifi.d)
2. Water Table and Ground Watur Piat, atlos of Toolinly Kray, Moscow,
1964 (Unclassifiud) :

Ekonomicheskaya

3. Abstract #794, "Great Destiny for the h'.
Alma-Ata, No. 262, 6 Novomber 1962, . &

Kezakhstenskaya pravda,
ficial Usc Only)

REQUIREMENT INO.

Cc-S15-82,55k
PROJECT HO.

30635-5

tHandie vV a
TALENT-REYHOLE

TOP SECRET RUFF




*3' @ Py

KR

LOCATIQ?

1&“




. TOP SECRET RUFF
25X1D - ’ '

FIGURE 2
IRTYSH-KARAGANDA CANAL, NEWER SECTION
|
Present Construction Limit

Reservolr Lake

S

Explosive Excavations

u

"

Shallow Machine g
N, Do

3X ENLARGEMENT
Exibastuz Coal Mine ’

108 850/65 N fandle Via TALDNT-KEYHOLE
cwnfaf-wifls . . TOP SECRET RUFF . Control syaten Only




25X1D

. TOP .SECRET RUFF

FIGURE 3

%
o

C8 8590/65
CLA/FID/ABCB/P- B/65

3X ENLARGEMENT

TOP SECRET RUFF

AN

Tndle Via TALDIT-XEYHOLE
Control Systes Coly




